
ELA Unit Planning Template- NME 

Grade Level 4th grade 

Unit # and Name 
 
 

Unit 2: A Study of Structure 

Unit Big Idea Non-fiction 

Science/Social 
Studies Tie in: 

Native Americans 

How does this 
SS/SCI “fit” with the 
theme of the unit? 

 

MASTERY 
Specifics students 
should be able to do 
at end of unit 
 
 
 

Comprehension: 
1. summarize non-fiction text 
2. finding & using text evidence in non-fiction to support an 
opinion 
3. text structure (describe) 
4. determine the main idea of the text and explain how it is 
supported by key details 
 
 

Summative 
Assessments/Activiti
es for each part of 
the mastery list 
 
 
 
 

1. Non-fiction Summary Checklist 
2. Main Idea assessment with a variety of questions using 

text evidence. 
3.   
4. Main Idea assessment with a variety of questions using 

text evidence. 
Possible test question structures: 

1. Multiple choice- Main Idea 
2. Multiple Choice- Text Evidence of Main Idea 
3. Table: Text evidence 
4. Non-example support detail 
5. Summary- what does it need? 
6. Table w/3 texts what structure is it? explicit vocabulary 
7. Short Constructed Response-main idea/text evidence 

Formative 
Assessments 
needed-break apart 
the comprehension 
mastery into 
bite-size chunks 
 

Identify main idea 
 
What is a key detail? 
 
Using text evidence. 
 
Text structures 
 
Non-fiction summaries 

Mini-Objective 1: 
(Each formative 

Students can identify the main idea of a non-fiction text. 



assessment is now 
backward mapped 
with a mini objective 
statement 

Mini objective 1 book 
selection(s) 

 

Mini objective 
learning targets- 
one for each day of 
instruction (they 
should each have a 
way to check their 
understanding built 
into the lesson)  

1. What is a Main Idea in Non-Fiction? 
2. Identify Main Idea from options in Multiple choice 
3. SCR main idea: structure/sentence frames 
4. SCR main idea: 
5. Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment for 
mini-objective 1: 
(describe) 
 

2 texts 
1 multiple choice main idea 
1 SCR main idea  
 
80% or more kids have it; if not reteach 

Mini-Objective 2: 
(Each formative 
assessment is now 
backward mapped 
with a mini objective 
statement 

Students can use evidence to support their opinion. 

Mini objective 2 
book selection(s) 
and type of read: 
SHARED, Read 
Aloud, Close, etc. 

 

Mini objective 
learning targets- 
one for each day of 
instruction (they 
should each have a 
way to check their 
understanding built 
into the lesson)  

1. Introducing evidence: What is text evidence? 
2. Support main idea with one piece of text evidence 
3. Support main idea with one piece of text evidence 
4. Support opinion on non-fiction with text evidence  
5. Support opinion on literary text with text evidence 
6. Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment for 
mini-objective 2: 
(describe) 
 

2 texts one fiction and one non-fiction 
2 SCR questions per passage focus text evidence 

Mini-Objective 3: 
(Each formative 

Students can define and identify a key detail. 



assessment is now 
backward mapped 
with a mini objective 
statement 

Mini objective 3 
book selection(s) 

 

Mini objective 
learning targets- 
one for each day of 
instruction (they 
should each have a 
way to check their 
understanding built 
into the lesson)  

1. What is a key detail?  Describe the difference between a 
key detail and all details. (trash/treasure) 

2. How to identify key details 
3. Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment for 
mini-objective 3: 
(describe) 
 

Define Key Detail 
MC identify which is a key detail to support main idea 

Mini-Objective 4: 
(Each formative 
assessment is now 
backward mapped 
with a mini objective 
statement 

Students can summarize a nonfiction text. 

Mini objective 4 
book selection(s) 

 

Mini objective 
learning targets- 
one for each day of 
instruction (they 
should each have a 
way to check their 
understanding built 
into the lesson)  

1. Identify the parts of a nonfiction summary - show 
difference from fiction summary 

2. Graphic organizer with 3 key details 
3. Turning organizer into a summary 
4. Partner summary 
5. Independent summary 
6. Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment for 
mini-objective 4: 
(describe) 
 

Nonfiction summary graded with checklist 
 

Mini-Objective 5: 
(Each formative 
assessment is now 
backward mapped 
with a mini objective 

Students can identify the text structure of a non-fiction text.  



statement 

Mini objective 5 
book selection(s) 

 

Mini objective 
learning targets- 
one for each day of 
instruction (they 
should each have a 
way to check their 
understanding built 
into the lesson)  

1. Define chronology text structure, (give signal words) 
practice with short texts 

2. Define comparison text structure, (give signal words) 
practice with short texts 

3. Define Cause/effect text structure (give signal words), 
practice with short texts. 

4. Define problem/solution text structure (give signal 
words), practice with short texts 

5. Match paragraph to correct text structure with all text 
structures. 

6. Identify text structures and provide evidence to why it is 
the structure. 

7. Assessment 

Formative 
Assessment for 
mini-objective 5: 
(describe) 
 

 

 


